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English 2011
Literature, the Self & the World - Fiction
Fall 1998 TR 8:00 - 9: 15, CH 307
John David Moore
Office: CH 322
Phone:6976
Office Hours: 9:00-11:00 TR, and by appointment
Course Description
The fiction we will be studying in this course is literature about confrontation -confrontation of the self and the world, confrontation with "otherness" -- the otherness of
different cultures, different races, different versions of ourselves (selves we may be deeply
afraid of). In this literature we will confront the various ways literature and culture define,
construct, and sometimes prescribe and enforce ideas of the self This literature will
require that you shift, analyze and evaluate perspectives that you may have never
questioned. If you remain intellectually comfortable while reading these course materials,
you are probably not paying enough attention.
Students are reminded that this course is part ofEastern's Integrated General
Education Core Curriculum and as such asks students to make possible links with other
core courses they are taking or have taken. As a Core Course, ENG 2011 addresses the
following objectives (Seven of the Integrated Core's nine ''Traits and Abilities"): Literacy,
Reasoning Ability, Historical Consciousness, Social Responsibility, Aesthetic Literacy,
Multicultural Awareness, Intellectual Curiosity.
Texts
Daniel Defoe: Robinson Crnsoe
Charles Dickens: Great Expectations
Chinua Achebe: Things Fall Apart
Toni Morrison: The Bluest Eye
J.D. Salinger: The Catcher in the Rye
James Welch: Winter in the Blood
.Ann Charters, ed.: The Story and Its Writer, 4th edition

Requirements
Attentive reading (done on time) participation in class discussion, various short
(one page) written responses to course readings, two essays (5-6 typewritten pages each)
on the course readings (the second essay to be on your choice of a piece of fiction from
the Charters anthology discussed in relation to something from the assigned course
reading), a midterm and a final exam.

Grades
Each of the two essays counts one fourth of the final grade. The average of the
• and the
midterm and final exam grades counts one fourth.
erage of the short res
p
es count o eiourt . The two essays must be
typewritten, double spaced, and use MLA style documentation when applicable.
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Policies
You are responsible for all assignments announced in class whether you're there or
not. Find someone in class to inform you of what you've missed -- or call me.
I do not accept late work without a valid excuse. Please see me if you are having
trouble keeping up with assignments.
Attendance is required. You cannot participate if you're not in class and
participation makes up a significant part of your final grade. Absences are unacceptable
without verified reasons (illness, emergency, participation in an official University
activity).
You must complete all the assigned work in order to pass the course.
Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic
accommodations, contact the coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583)
as soon as possible.
English Department Statement on Plagiarism
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism--"The appropriation or imitation of
the language ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and the representation of them as
one's original work" (Random House Dictionary of the English Language)--has the right
and responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and
including immediate assignment of a grade of F for the course.
Tentative Schedule
Weeki
Aug.25

Aug. 27

Introduction to the course: What's the title mean? What the
heck's the ''world"? The "self'? Why study literature? Why even read the
stuff let alone study it? What's a "Gen Ed" course? Why do we have to
take them? What's the link between literature and "Gen Ed"? So what?
Defoe: Robinson Crusoe

Week II
Sept. 1
Sept. 3

Robinson Crusoe
Robinson Crusoe

Week III
Sept. 8
Sept. 10

Robinson Crusoe
NO CLASS

Week IV
Sept. 15
Sept. 17

Achebe: Things Fall Apart
Things Fall Apart
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WeekV
Sept. 22
Sept. 24

Things Fall Apart
Dickens: Great Expectations

Week VI
Sept. 29
Oct. 1

Great Expectations
Great Expectations

Week VII
Oct. 6
Oct. 8

Great.Expectations
Melville: ''Bartleby the Scrivener'' (Charters, 908)

Week VIII
Oct. 13
Oct. 15

''Bartleby the Scrivener'' First Essay Due.
Midterm Exam (essay response and short answer)

Week IX
Oct. 20
Oct. 22

Carver: "Cathedral" (Charters, 224)
Salinger: The Catcher in the Rye

WeekX
Oct. 27
Oct. 29

The Catcher in the Rye
The Catcher in the Rye

Week XI
Nov. 3
Nov. 5

Toni Morrison: The Bluest Eye
The Bluest Eye

Week XII
Nov. 10
Nov. 12

Week XIII
Nov. 17
Nov. 19

Nov. 23-27
Week XIV
Dec. 1

Dec. 3

The Bluest Eye
Joyce Carol Oates: ''Where Are You Going? Where Have You Been?"
(Charters, 1009)

Welch: Winter in the Blood
Winter in the Blood
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Winter in the Blood
Silko: "Storyteller'' (Charters, 1145)

Week XV
Dec. 8
Dec. 10

Flannery O'Connor: '°A Good Man is Hard to Find"
To be announced. Final Essay Due.

NOTE: Readings must be completed by the first day they are assigned for class
discussion.

